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DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization dedicated to
drug prevention education.
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BE THE REASON

First, | want to thank the entire DEA
Educational Foundation family for their
support during the challenging time of
the Southern California wildfires in which
I was personally impacted, along with
several other members of the DEAEF
board and staff. | am always moved by
our team, not only in their creativity and
tireless efforts, but in the friendships
we have developed through our joint
mission in making a difference in the lives
of youth. In facing this recent tragedy, it
made me reflect on the challenges and
pressures so many in our communities
go through and how the aftermath of
struggles can lead to anxiety, despair
and potentially seeking an unhealthy
escape. This experience really brought
to light the importance of community,
the common threads that join us versus
divide us and how working to support
each other can lead us to brighter
days, healthy decisions and ultimately
a smile. Reflecting on these sentiments
I was reminded of the steadfast work
of the DEA Educational Foundation for
over 23 years; providing hope for our
communities in the face of adversity.

was a successful and
20 24impactfu| year for the
DEA Educational Foundation. 2024
encompassed a theme of hope, in every
program we led and every event we
supported. Our efforts reached 84 cities
and over 100,000 individuals nationally
and internationally through drug
prevention efforts and healthy outlets.
The DEAEF continued our partnership
with DEA through Operation Engage,
educational seminars, supporting DEA’s
traveling exhibits, and joining efforts in
a new project with Channel Greatness
bringing country music stars together
to serve as a voice for the One Pill
Can Kill campaign. The Foundation
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also connected with dozens of other
community partners, schools and

after school youth centers across the
country to provide youth with meaningful
programming led by strong mentors. In
addition, we enhanced our educational
training for our regional directors,
managers and instructors, we expanded
our news blog and social media reach
and built upon our endowment for
future programming and future smiles.

In 2024, the CDC reported that drug
overdoses had declined; we know that
the Foundation’s work was at least a
small part of the puzzle. However, we
still have significant work to do to ensure
this trend continues.

The DEA Education Foundation has
embraced themes the past three years:
Community, Everyday Heroes, and
Hope. This coming year we are focusing
on “Being the Reason.” A question

the team and | always ask: “What can

| do to make a difference and be the
reason someone smiles today?” A smile
symbolizes happiness and well-being,
fostering a sense of community and
belonging. The Foundation seeks this
expression from those we impact

each day.

In 2025, our goals are significant. We
plan to be present with our community
partners, expand our reach to our
waitlist, continue to help youth step onto
the path of a positive future and be the
reason someone smiles.

President and CEO
DEA Educational Foundation

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT & CEO

Jill L. Roberts

“What can | do to make a
difference and be the reason
someone smiles today? A
smile symbolizes happiness
and well-being, fostering
a sense of community and
belonging. The Foundation
seeks this expression from
those we impact each day.”
Jill L. Roberts

President and CEO
DEA Educational Foundation



Board Spotlight
MICHAEL R. YAMAKI

“1 am proud of the impact the
DEA Educational Foundation
has had on communities
through education, outreach,
and engagement. The
combination of the DEA
Museum’s educational efforts
and DEAEF’s dance and
sports programs, creates a
well-rounded approach to
spreading awareness and
making a difference.”

hroughout his distinguished career,

Michael Yamaki has held several

prestigious positions. As the
Appointments Secretary to California
Governor Gray Davis, Michael Yamaki
had the responsibility for selecting
over 3,000 appointments to agencies,
boards and commissions for California.
Michael Yamaki vetted over 400 judicial
candidates for Governors Jerry Brown,
George Deukmejian and Gray Davis.

Michael Yamaki was a member of

the California Medical Assistance
Commission. He was a public advisory
director and former member of the Board
of Directors of Blue Cross of California.
Michael Yamaki was the Senior Advisor
to Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee
Baca. He has also held active roles in
both the Los Angeles Police and Fire
Departments. He served as President of
the Los Angeles Fire Commission.

Mr. Yamaki became a member of the
California State Bar Association in
December 1977, is certified as a criminal
law specialist and has tried many high-
profile cases. Subsequently, he was
elected to the Old Bailey. He was a
delegate to the State Bar for two years
and was named as one of the 100 Most
Influential attorneys in California by the
Daily Journal.

Michael Yamaki has been involved

in many civic and community affairs.
He was formerly a Board of Director
for D.A.R.E. America. He has been a
member of the Los Angeles Advisory
Board for the Children’s Scholarship
Fund; is a former member of the
Coalition of 100; former member of
the Board of Directors for Los Angeles
Police Historical Society, Inc.; former
Board of Governor, California Attorneys
for Criminal Justice; elected delegate
to the Democratic Convention,
Congressional District 25; former

executive member and co-chairperson,
Mayor’s Advisory on Urban Housing
and Community Development. Michael
Yamaki received a Community Service
Award from Mayor Tom Bradley, Los
Angeles; Honorary Life membership,
PTA (Parents Teachers Association);
received Outstanding Community
Worker Award, YMCA. He was

the legal counsel for the Japanese
American Citizen League which is the
oldest Japanese American civil rights
organization in the United States.

Mr. Yamaki earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology from U.C.L.A.
He received his Juris Doctorate from
the University of West Los Angeles
School of Law where he later became
a member of the Board of Trustees. He
is a past Board Member of the U.C.L.A.
Foundation Board of Governors and
Councilors and has served as Chair

of both the Alumni and Professional
Achievement Awards committees.

The DEAEF is honored to have Michael
Yamaki currently on its Board of
Directors and serving as counsel. His
extensive background and experience
offer valuable insight on many areas of
the Foundation.

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



LPGA/Board Meeting 2024 and
December 2024 Board Update

he DEAEF returned to the Wilshire

Country Club to hold our spring

board meeting and outreach efforts
in collaboration with the LPGA JM Eagle
LA Championship presented by Plastpro
in Los Angeles from April 25-28th, 2024.
Board members joined the meeting
in-person and virtually. Special guests
Anne Milgram, DEA Administrator, and
George S. Papadopoulos, DEA Principal
Deputy Administrator, conducted
opening remarks and support for the
Foundation's programs. Informative
presentations were delivered by Sean
Fearns, Chief of DEA Community
Outreach and Jan McKay Wrzesinski,
DEA Museum Director. Special thanks
to the Outlyr team, David Tucker, Vice
President, Megan Herrera, Director,
and Katie Williams, Sponsor Services
Coordinator. Thank you to our sponsors
LexisNexis Risk Solutions and Deterra
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and the DEA Los Angeles Field Division
for their continued support
and partnership.

DEAEF board members also attended
the Women'’s Leadership Luncheon
presented by J.P. Morgan where Shirley
Wang, CEO, Plastpro Inc., Andia
Winslow, Emmy award winning
voiceover actor, and Emmy

Talley, LPGA professional

golfer, held an aspiring

discussion on women's

roles in business and

sports. Board members

and guests and the

LexisNexis Risk Solutions

team returned the next day

to participate in the ProAm
Tournament with LPGA

professionals. The DEAEF,

DEA Los Angeles Field Division,



and Deterra hosted an exhibition tent
attended to by Lois Ludwikowski,
DEAEF Executive Office Consultant,

in the Expo Village throughout the
tournament where informational
packages on drug misuse were handed
out along with information on our drug
education after school programs.

The DEAEF and Deterra continuously
sponsored the Heroes Outpost, a
hospitality tent dedicated to military
personnel and first responders.

We were also thrilled to see some of our
youth partners attend the first Junior
Golf Day on Saturday! Thank you JM
Eagle LA Championship presented by
Plastpro, and thank you Deterra® Drug
Deactivation System and LexisNexis
Risk Solutions for joining us and for your
continued support!

DECEMBER 2024
BOARD UPDATE

In December 2024, the DEAEF held a
board update Zoom meeting to provide
board members with a full year update
on programs, partnerships and a year
of success. Also at the meeting, Sean
Fearns, DEA Chief of Community
Outreach, delivered a state of the union
on the latest drug trends and Stokes
Neilson, CEO of Channel Greatness,
updated the board on the One Pill Can
Kill Country Music Awards (CMA) project
in partnership with DEA and the DEAEF.

O,

FOLLOW US ON

Instagram
@deaedfoundation

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
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DEAEF Youth Programs and Community Reach

The DEAEF Youth and Community Programs continue to expand nationwide reaching more youth, families and communities
through critical drug awareness and prevention education and by providing healthy outlets through positive mentorship.
Furthermore, in addition to our three nationally sponsored programs, the DEAEF Youth Dance, Baseball and Martial Arts Programs,
the DEAEF has continued to foster the successful models and has grown outreach in art, basketball, culinary, fishing, science,
soccer and more. The Foundation also participated in numerous community events, educational forums and drug prevention
summits and trainings. In 2024, the DEAEF reached 84 cities in programming and has a goal of expanding our reach to 100 cities
in 2025. Over 100,000 individuals were reached in 2024 through the DEA Educational Foundational and it is our goal to reach even

more individuals during this critical time in reaching our communities, providing hope and as a team continuing to pursue every
angle to make a difference.

e %

@ 2025
@ 2024

6 DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
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Youth Dance Program Overview

he DEA Educational Foundation

Youth Dance Program continues to

be the most popular youth program
and model for all of the Foundation's
other youth programs. For 14 years the
Youth Dance Program has provided a
positive outlet, team building, exercise
and a place for artistic expression for
America's youth. In addition to providing
a safe afterschool activity and strong
mentorship, the DEAEF Youth Dance
Program is also a key platform for our
drug prevention education. Students in
dozens of cities learned dance styles
such as ballet, hip-hop, jazz, tap, cultural
dance and more. In addition, dance
was one of the activities presented to
the youth/"littles" in our partnership with
Big Brothers Big Sisters of America and

ACCOMPLISHED
2 500+ 20
stuadents

nearly 50 cities

at several spring, summer and winter
camps during school breaks.

We also continued our important
partnership through dance with DEA
Operation Engage throughout the United
States. With the support of the DEA field
divisions we connected DEA Agents and
educators with youth through launch
assemblies, final demonstrations and
class visits. Students loved showing off
their new dance skills for their parents
and guardians, fellow classmates and
DEA representatives who presented
about the critical work DEA does in their
community to keep them safe and about
the dangers of drug abuse. We are
proud of all of our youth and instructors
who committed to staying active and

GOAL

3,000+
students

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

drug-free through the artistic and
physical outlet of dance.

In 2025, we anticipate the DEAEF Youth
Dance Program reaching nearly 60 cities
nationwide and our waitlist continues to
grow. We are thankful to our talented
and dedicated 2024 dance companies
and instructors, and we look forward to
continuing our mission of “Empowering
Youth, One Step at a Time!”

2025

nearly 60 cities
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Youth Dance Program Cities

— Albuquerque, NM
— Alliance, NE*

= Ambler, PA

— Anchorage, AK

— Arlington, VA

= Athens, MI*

— Austin, TX*

— Baltimore, MD*

— Baton Rouge, LA
— Carson, CA

— Cary/Raleigh, NC
— Charleston, WV

— Chattanooga, TN
— Chicago, IL

— Cleveland, OH

— Columbus, OH*

— Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX
— District Heights, MD
— Eagle Rock, CA

— Farmington, NM*
— Ft. Lauderdale, FL
= Garyville, LA

— Glendale, AZ

— Gretna, LA

— Harvey, LA

— Henderson, NV

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Houston, TX

Jersey City, NJ*
Kalamazoo, Ml
Kansas City, MO

Las Vegas, NV
Lauderdale Lakes, FL
Lima, OH

Los Angeles, CA
Manchester, NH
Memphis, TN
Minneapolis, MN*
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Portland, ME
Prescott, AZ

Pueblo of Jemez, NM
Pueblo of Nambe, NM
Quincy, MA

Randolf, MA*
Renton, WA
Sacramento, CA

Salt Lake City, UT
Santa Fe, NM

Sioux City, 1A
Spokane, WA

— Taos, NM

— Van Nuys, CA*

— Washington, DC
— Westwego, LA
= Wellpinit, WA

— West Chicago, IL
—  Wilmington, DE*

*In development or will
return in 2025.

()
.\
° ()
.. .’i.
L
° ( )

@ 2025
% @ 2024

“ Throughout the years the
program has brought our
students important drug
awareness education, a safe
and fun place to learn and a
positive and healthy outlet.
The partners and teachers
provided by the DEAEF have
been dedicated mentors to our
youth and have provided a new
skill and exposure to the arts
through dance. We hope to
work with the DEA Educational
Foundation for years to come.”

M. Teresa Bronte

Frances E Willard Elementary School
Counselor
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Youth Dance Program Companies

In 2024-2025, the DEAEF Youth Dance Program has partnered with:

— Artivism Dance

— Atiya Dance Academy

— Ballet Legato

— Culture Shock Chicago

— Culture Shock Las Vegas

— Culture Shock Los Angeles
— Dance 10

— Dancing Earth

— EmiArteFlamenco

— Equilibrium Dance

— Exit Space

— Fearlyss Journey Movement
— Granite State Dance Center
= Hip Hop ConnXion

— Hip Hop Fundamentals

— Honor Dance

— Houston Ballet

— Lessons by Lexe

— Lyn’s Dance Academy

Program Staff

Mosaic Dance

Moving Arts Espariola

New Ballet Ensemble

No Easy Props

Owen Cox

Pink Slipper Dance Studio
Polynesian Association of Alaska
Richmond Urban Dance

River City Youth Ballet

Samba Fogo

Texas Ballet Theater

The Dance School

Trinity Prep Center, LLC

New York City teaching artists and
many individual professional artists
from around the country.

— Jill L. Roberts: President & CEQ/

Youth Dance Program Founder

Lois Ludwikowski: Executive Office Consultant
Michele Morris: Training Director,

DEAEF Youth Programs and Regional Manager
Sarah Pullen: Community Outreach Manager
Christina Pastras: Associate Director,

DEAEF Youth Programs and Regional Manager
Kiera Anderson: Project Consultant

Cristine Dhimos: Regional Director

Meredith Liepelt: Evaluation Media and

Project Consultant

Jodi Obeid: Regional Director

Allison Tanaka: Regional Manager

THANK YOU
MAJOR DONORS

— Michael and Lori Milken Foundation
— Schneebeck Foundation

— University of IA Dance Club

— C&G Grocers

— Walter and Shirley Wang

— Many individuals

PARTNERS

— DEA Operation Engage



Instructor Highlight

tiya Joe is a dynamic and driven
A21-year-old Diné woman, renowned

for her accomplishments as a
professional dancer, choreographer,
activist, and the founder of ATIYA Dance
Academy. A self-made entrepreneur, she
has worked with notable Indigenous
artists like Lakota artist Stella
Standingbear and Houston-based
Talameshia, curating performances and
choreography that highlight Indigenous
artistry and culture.

Raised by her grandmother in Kirtland,
NM, Atiya's journey is a testament

to resilience. Despite witnessing her
mother’s struggles with opioid addiction,
she chose a path of education and
personal growth, remaining drug-free
while becoming the first entrepreneur

in her family. In February 2024, Atiya
founded ATIYA Dance Academy, and on
July 1st, she opened the doors of her
studio in Farmington, NM. ATIYA Dance
Academy’s mission is clear: To empower
prolific creatives through hip-hop culture
and dance.

ANNUAL REPORT 2024
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Atiya is passionate about teaching
hip-hop dance as a tool for building

a positive self-image and fostering

a drug-free lifestyle. Through ATIYA
Dance Academy, she has expanded
her outreach to several Indigenous
communities, partnering with the
DEAEF Youth Dance Program and
DEA Operation Engage to inspire
Indigenous youth to break generational
cycles of substance abuse. The
support from these programs has been
transformative, with many young people
finding the strength to choose healthier,
drug-free lives.

“Working with the DEAEF
Youth Dance Program has
been the most fulfilling
experience of my career.
Visiting reservations, | see
children who look like me at
their age, and it drives home
how crucial my story and
work is. Through my personal
journey, | show them there
is hope, opportunity, and the
possibility of breaking free
from their circumstances.
The beauty of this program
is that we empower youth to
choose healthier paths—Ilike
dance—over destructive
habits. Together, we help
them see their potential,
inspire change, and provide
the tools they need to
transform their lives.”

Atiya considers her work with the

DEAEF Youth Dance Program and

DEA Operation Engage to be the most
meaningful and rewarding aspect of

her career. She is honored to continue
this partnership, united by the shared
goal of motivating the next generation to
embrace their potential and live drug-free.

Student Highlight
MILA

“| like DEA dance because |
love my teacher and dancing
is really fun!”

Mila

Bayard Taylor Elementary
4th grade student

1
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INSPIRING YOUTH
ONE STEP AT A TIME

Youth Baseball Program Overview

he DEA Educational Foundation

celebrated the 5th year anniversary

of the Youth Baseball Program
in 2024! In the spring of 2024, the
Foundation ran a campaign to raise
funds for the baseball program through a
weeklong social media event displaying
highlights of the YBP's reach, popularity
and accomplishments. Many joined the
DEAEF as the Youth Baseball Program
(YBP) celebrated 5 years of Inspiring
Youth One Step at a Time and helping
us to “Strike Out Drugs!”

In 2024, over 1,000 students across 21
cities got to play baseball, America's
favorite pastime! And, hundreds more
youth participated in drug awareness
assemblies and events provided by
the DEA Educational Foundation Youth
Baseball Program. The Foundation’s
National Director of Youth Baseball and
Sports Consultant, Rick Zeitlin, and

ACCOMPLISHED

21 cities
reaching
1,000+ students

2024

National Sports Program Manager, Peter
Harbolick, have been instrumental in the
success of this widely popular program.
In 2024, our coaches continued to
provide student athletes with healthy
activities, camaraderie, key mentorship
and increased self-esteem.

Students across the country took
advantage of sunny weather to grab
their gloves and practice drills with their
coaches, like Dustin Moore in Richmond,
VA; Chris Scarff in Moreno Valley;

and Kevin Ramirez in New York City.
Students learned hands-on baseball
skills, as well as important lessons

about the game, sportsmanship and
teamwork. The Youth Baseball Program
expanded its reach in 2024, adding
several national programs, thanks to our
important partnerships with the CTBC
Anti-Drug Educational Foundation, CTBC
U.S. Branch, The Geraty Family, Walter

GOAL

reaching
24 cities

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

BASEBALL

Wang and DEA's Operation Engage.
Representatives from DEA visited Youth
Baseball Programs across the country
to support students in their goals of a
drug-free, healthy lifestyle. Participating
students were also given gloves, hats,
backpacks, shirts and balls! We are so
grateful to these partners for allowing
us to provide positive programming to
youth through baseball and our waitlist
continues to grow.

2025

nearly 1,250 stuaents



DEAEF National Youth Pro

Youth Baseball Program Cities

— Astoria, NY — Orlando, FL*

— Athens, Ml — Philadelphia, PA
— Bay Mills, Ml — Richmond, VA
— Brooklyn, NY — Seattle, WA

— Chicago, IL — Spokane, WA

— Cleveland, OH — St Louis, MO

— Dover, DE — Toledo, OH*

— ElPaso, TX — Washington, DC
— Kalamazoo, Ml = Wellpinit, WA

- Kent, WA —  Wilmington, DE
— Los Angeles, CA

— Moreno Valley, CA *In development for 2025
— Maumee, OH*

— New York, NY

THANK YOU
MAJOR DONORS

— CTBC Anti-Drug Educational Foundation
— CTBC US Branch

—  Geraty Family

— Walter and Shirley Wang.

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

@ 2025
@ 2024

Program Staff

— Rick Zeitlin: National Director of Youth
Baseball and Sports Consultant, Multi
Region Coach

— Peter Harbolick: Regional Manager and
Multi Region Coach

— Shahir Gates: Delaware Coach

— Kevin Ramirez: NYC Coach

— Christina Drago: NYC Coach

— Roben Sieling

— Crawford Harris

— Raymond Armenta: Washington DC Coach

— Chris Scarff: CA Coach

— Lisa Zeitlin: CA Coach

— Tamera Hunter

— Kodie McCully

— Dave Street: OH Coach

— Frank Rugg: M/ Coach

— Alex Flores: CA Coach

— Alex Duque: NY Coach

— Calvin Washington: PA Coach

— Dustin Moore: VA Coach

— Linda Amarante: WA Coach

— CjCasey: IL Coach

— Dennis Elengold: El Paso Coach

13
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Coach Spotlight

DUSTIN MOORE
RICHMOND, VA

| became a coach because coaches
were extremely influential in my early
development, they shaped me into the
person | am today.

| love providing a safe and positive
atmosphere for the youth to be able to

Student enjoy and grow from. The kids need to
be able to be themselves and have fun! pick a team with a struggling child and
Highlight They brighten my day each time. then encouraged him and helped him to
evolve. He made sure everyone had the
My favorite moment was when my most most fun they could that day.
MAL'YAH athletic student took it upon himself to

“| learned so much from

Coach Rick! | play soccer

and basketball, but | still

liked learning new things, : THANK YOU
T YEARS

“ke baseba”! l also gOt We would like to thank the following donors who
to go to my first Blues

celebrated the 5 Years of our Youth Baseball Program:

INSPIRING YOUTH

game to see hOCkey and it ONE STEP AT A TIME — Kiera Anderson —  Emily-Anne Patt
was so much fun! | also — Ron Brogan — Joe & Jill Piscatella
learned that drugs — Paul Campo — Players Edge
— Scott Canales — Lewis Rice
are rea”y bad and — Carol Collins — Sara Roof
kmd Of Scary” — Barbara Erdahl — Kevin Sabet
— Carrie Friedman — Carol Safir
Malivah i ) — Carl Jenkins — Dan Staffieri
aliyah is a nine year
old fyom St Lo sy MO — Gene Johns — Sue Thau
T . Louis, .
o ) — Jerry Kaphing — The Vaughan Family
She was a participant in
the St. Louis County PAL — Daryl Kniffin — Bryan Whalen/
e St. Louis Coun
basketball S6Cce ;/nd — John & Natalia Koudsi Dr. Cori Cross
, r
baseball — Leigh Roberts — Colleen Whelan
aseball programs
prog — Michele Leonhart — Doug Yeuell

in partnership with the
DEAEF and St. Louis
Operation Engage.

— Lois Ludwikowski
= Jim McGivney

— EJ Milken

— Alan & Anna Ostroff
— Jacqueline Pack

14 DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
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Youth Martial Arts Program Overview

n the fall of 2024, the DEAEF celebrated the 5th year anniversary of the Martial Arts

Program! The DEAEF Youth Martial Arts Program started in 2019 thanks to the

strong interest from DEAEF Board Member Walter Wang and DEA’s 360 Strategy.
The inaugural DEAEF Martial Arts Program was so successful, the DEAEF Youth
Martial Arts continued to expand under DEA’s 360 Strategy and now, Operation
Engage, as well as through our national youth program funding. Students love the
program, bridging prevention messaging with important DEAEF curriculum points of
discipline, self-confidence, camaraderie and a focus on the well-being of the whole

person. Since 2019, the program has continued to grow and in 2024 the program
reached 15 cities, not including our reach through Big Brothers Big Sisters of America,
and is projected to reach 19 by the end of 2025, as well as new schools and youth
sites in our current cities. Happy Anniversary DEAEF YMAP!

“ Coach Bryan’s class has taught me more than just a
martial art. It has shown me that no matter how hard
life's challenges are, if | push myself and give it my
all; that anything is possible!”

Brian
Kansas City

Programs include drug awareness education, messages about the
importance of a healthy lifestyle, the Red Ribbon Pledge and visits
from DEA divisions where possible. The DEAEF Youth Martial Arts
Program empowers kids to express themselves safely and focus on
a lifetime of health and well-being in mind and body.
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— Athens, Ml — River Ridge, LA* - BJJ Academy
— Cleveland/North Ridge, OH — Slidell, LA — Jung Kim Martial Arts
— East Leroy, Ml — Spokane, WA — Kaizen Dojo
— Glendale, AZ — Stoneham, MA — Low Kick Camp Martial Arts
— Hawthorne, CA — Los Angeles, CA* — S.M. Smith Martial Arts
= Lowell, MA — Toledo, OH* - XSMADOJO
— Medford, MA — Washington, DC* — Capoeira NYC Inc
— New Orleans, LA —  Wilmington, DE* — Integrity Martial Arts
— Philadelphia, PA — Many other youth through our — Muay Tai
— Kansas City, MO work with Big Brothers Big Sisters — SJ Wellness
— Kansas City, KS of America. — Martial Posture
— Queens/Flushing, NY — Uneed Martial Arts

*In development for 2025



Student Highlight
KAMAURI

“| enjoyed the martial arts
program because it taught how
to defend myself and it was
really fun to do with friends.

It also taught me to never do
drugs and to always stay safe.
| have never done martial arts
before and | felt this was a
great way to get in exercise
and to never give up when
something is difficult or new.”

Mikaylee Roberts, SOAR Director
speaks to the student experience.
Through martial arts, the students not
only gained confidence, discipline,

and a sense of accomplishment that
boosted their self-esteem, but they also
created lasting memories. The program
gave them the chance to build strong
friendships, collaborate, and support
one another every step of the way. It
kept them active, while helping them
improve focus and resilience. More
importantly, it empowered them to set
goals, tackle challenges, and embrace a
growth mindset.
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Partner Highlight
UNEED MARTIAL ARTS

need Martial Arts has been a staple
U of the Glendale, Arizona community

for over 10 years. In generations
past, Uneed has had a few different
iterations all over the country. Our
biggest focus has always been to bring
the life-saving and health benefits of
Martial Arts to those who definitely need
it, but may not think it’s for them. We've
always been in communities where
families and children may not have had
the best opportunities. It is our goal
constantly to serve these communities,
give back when we can, and to inspire
the next generations to push past their
preconceived limitations. As far as
Glendale Arizona is concerned, Sifu
Joe Martinelli, the Chief Instructor for
Uneed Martial Arts, is from the same
community and neighborhoods that
we serve. Thanks to the DEA, we have
been able to serve some of the schools
that Sifu Joe himself grew up in. In the
Martial Arts helping your community and
giving back is one of the most important
virtues of being a martial artist.

“The DEA Educational

Foundation is so important
in playing a part in inspiring
kids to take care of
themselves, their bodies,
and their minds through
abstaining from drugs and
alcohol. Through their hard
work, they give children
the opportunity to partake
in activities, sports and
educational programs to
find new passions they
never knew existed.”

17



ive years of inspiring youth with healthy, drug-

free messages, encouraging them to exercise,

while having them focus on positive training and
discipline through the activity of martial arts. Today we
are delighted to highlight one of our longest running martial art partners, S.M.
Smith Martial Arts. Earlier this year, Scott Smith held a successful program with
students from North Ridgeville Academic Center shown here. We want to thank
Scott for this partnership which has reached so many youth, setting them on
the path to bright futures.

18 DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



DEA Traveling Exhibit

Drugs: Costs & Consequences

THE HEALTH MUSEUM
Houston, TX

he DEA’s traveling exhibit, Drugs:

Costs and Consequences, concluded

its successful eight month run
at the Health Museum in Houston, TX,
in May 2024. The Health Museum
partnered with the DEA, the DEAEF and
SAMHSA (the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration)
to bring the exhibit to Houston where
nearly 64,000 visitors viewed the exhibit
during its stay, emphasizing the critical
issues surrounding substance use and
its widespread impact on the local
community and cities across the country.

The museum opened with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony in September 2023
where Michele Leonhart, the current
DEAEF Chair of the Board and former
DEA Administrator, addressed an
audience of over 100 guests during
the opening night, and highlighted

the dangers of drug use and its ripple
effects on communities nationwide.
The exhibit aimed to foster community

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

coalitions and promote drug education
and prevention efforts, engaging a
broad demographic including local
politicians, community leaders,
educators and students.

In May 2024, the Health Museum
also hosted retired DEA Agents Steve
Murphy and Javier Pena, who shared
their experiences in capturing Pablo
Escobar in Colombia and offered
insights into their challenges and

strategies in combating narco-terrorism.

The presentations by Agents Murphy
and Pena, and the participation of

the DEA Citizens Academy and other
associations enriched the educational
aspect of the exhibit.

The DEAEF would like to recognize

and extend our sincere gratitude to

Jan Wrzesinski, former DEA Museum
Director, for her collaborative efforts
with the Foundation, her dedication and
innovative contributions that enhanced
the exhibit, and for her extended efforts
in community outreach. We wish Jan
much success in her future endeavors.

Above left to right:

Michele Leonhart, Chair of the Board,

Jan Wrzesinski, DEA Museum Director,
Dan Comeaux, SAC Houston,

John Arcidiacono, President and CEO, and
Jeff Rashap, Assistant Administrator DEA.

“Fentanyl has been a game-
changer. With illicit fentanyl
tainting the drug supply, just
one pill can kill. We need to
educate everyone, especially
kids, that any pill purchased
over the internet, or supplied
by a friend or stranger, could
very well be poison, and far
too often deadly.”

Michele Leonhart

DEA Educational Foundation,
Chair of the Board
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The DEAEF Continues Partnership with DEA Operation Engage

n 2021, the DEA Educational Foundation

was selected as a provider of youth

engagement programs for Operation
Engage and we are happy to have the
opportunity to reach thousands of
additional children and dozens of new
communities through this impactful
endeavor. In 2024, the DEAEF continued
its partnership with DEA through its
remaining Operation Engage Year Il and
new Year IV endeavors.

The DEA launched this comprehensive
law enforcement and prevention initiative
aimed at reducing drug use, abuse and
overdose deaths. Operation Engage
replaced DEA’s 360 Strategy, which
allowed the DEA Field Divisions to

20

focus on the top drug threats in
their respective geographic areas,
and target the drug that presented
the greatest harm to public safety
in their jurisdictions. In 2024, the
DEA Educational Foundation was
honored to partner with DEA in this
goal in all 11 identified Operation
Engage cities.

Operation Engage works together
with law enforcement, prevention
and treatment specialists and
education specialists. The DEAEF
will continue to work closely with
DEA’'s Community Outreach
Specialists as we continue this
important reach in 2025.

2024 OPERATION ENGAGE
FIELD DIVISIONS:

— El Paso Division: Albuguerque, NM

— Miami Division: Ft. Lauderdale, FL

— Washington Division: DMV

— Phoenix Division: Glendale, AZ

— Detroit Division: Toledo, OH

— St. Louis Division: St. Louis, MO

— New England Division: Lowell, MA

— New Orleans Division: New Orleans, LA
— Philadelphia Division: Philadelphia, PA
— Los Angeles Division: Southern California
— Seattle Division: Seattle, WA

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



Deerfield Beach Community Bike Club

he DEAEF partnered with Year Ill

Operation Engage, the DEA Miami

Field Division and Deerfield Beach
Community Cares to bring a Bike Club to
Deerfield, Florida elementary and middle
school students.

Gretchen Rovira, DEA Community
Outreach Specialist, met Joel Smith,
President and CEO of Deerfield Beach
Community Cares and was impressed
with the Bike Club and the additional
core programs that cater to the
community’s needs.

“It’s great to see the students
mix with the Broward Sheriff’s
Office because some have a
certain attitude toward police
but once they see them having
fun and helping in this way,
they see themin a
different light.”

Joel Smith, President and CEO of
Deerfield Beach Community Cares

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Upon learning that the next session of
the Bike Club was in jeopardy due to
funding challenges, the DEA and the
DEAEF formed a partnership under
Year Ill Operation Engage to ensure its
continuity. The 8-week program equips
15 students with biking skills, bike
maintenance knowledge, and essential
safety practices. Conveniently located
at a park opposite the middle school,
the program ensures easy access for
participating kids.

Gretchen engaged with Bike Club
participants as the program kicked off,
educating them on drug prevention,
while local law enforcement officers
emphasized safety measures. As

the program neared its conclusion,

the Broward County Sheriff’s Office
enhanced the experience by creating a
bike rodeo, featuring obstacle courses
and challenges. At the completion of the
program, each student received a bike
and a helmet.

ation Engage Highlights [} @ @

Joel expressed his satisfaction with the
partnership, highlighting the positive
impact of fostering relationships
between students and law enforcement
through shared activities which helps
them appreciate each other.

READ ® ~

FULL STORY [
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Using Dance to Foster Communication

and Community

t Willard Elementary School in

Philadelphia’s Kensington area

students often face language
barriers. Maria Bronte, a school
counselor, noted that 65% of their
students are Latino immigrants,
primarily from the Caribbean, specifically
from Puerto Rico and the Dominican
Republic. In addition, 28 percent of
the student population are African-
American, 4% are Caucasian, with 3%
classified as ‘other.” However, the DEAEF
Youth Dance Program, a collaboration
between DEA Operation Engage and
DEAEF, offers students a chance to
bridge these gaps and simply enjoy
each other's company while expressing
themselves through dance.

Angelica Spilis, owner and artistic
director of Equilibrium Dance Academy,
has been running the program at Willard
Elementary School for over six years.
Each year, the program kicks off with

an assembly where Angelica and her
dancers perform, inspiring the kids

to join in. They showcase a range of
dance styles, from tap and hip hop

to popping, locking, and breaking,
inviting students on stage to learn more.
Creative activities such as demonstrating
“big” movements or moving in “sharp”

“Dance is incredibly
powerful because it
transcends language
barriers. It allows students
to become part of the
school community without
relying on words, fostering
pure joy....”

Maria Bronte, Willard Elementary
School Counselor

or “melted” ways further engage
the students. DEA agents also
attend the assembly, discussing
the importance of staying drug-free
and highlighting dance as a tool for
staying healthy, expressing oneself
and experiencing joy.

READ

FULL STORY Mm%
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Deerfield Beach
Community
Cares Fair

he DEAEF participated in the

Deerfield Beach Community Cares

(DBCC) Fourth Annual Community
Fair in September. Mayor Bill Ganz
and over 50 sponsors and exhibitors
from community based organizations
gathered at this health and wellness
fair on the campus of the Zion Church.
The DBCC supports the community
through collaboration, connection and
inclusion with an approach designed to
solve the communities most complex
health and quality of life issues. DEAEF
Special Projects Coordinator Colleen
Whelan and DEA Miami Field Division’s
Community Outreach Specialist
Gretchen Rovira presented and
distributed DEA/DEAEF educational
materials and spoke to the attendees
about the dangers of substance use.
Through DEA Miami’s Operation Engage,
the DEAEF is currently assisting in
bringing youth programs in dance and
biking, both incorporating prevention
education to the Deerfield Beach
community in partnership with DBCC.
Special thanks to our community partner
Joel Smith, President and CEO of
DBCG, for this opportunity to attend
the community fair and to speak to the
public about drug use and abuse, and
especially for his passionate stance and
commitment to bringing care and hope
to all who need it.



Shooting for Success

ast San Jose Elementary located

in Albuquerque, New Mexico, is a

Title I dual language school, which
serves many students facing economic
disadvantages. In this environment,
students encounter challenges that
put them at risk of falling behind
academically. Additionally, access
to extracurricular activities, including
sports, is limited due to various barriers
such as fees and logistical constraints.

However, through a partnership with
DEA Operation Engage, the DEA El
Paso Division, and the DEAEF, students
in grades 3-5 had the opportunity to
participate in a 10-week program that
introduced them to basketball. The
program was run by coaches Derek
Metzgar and Kristen Paulson, who

are also the school’s physical
education teachers.

Upon kicking off the program, there
was so much interest that Metzgar
and Paulson decided to create two
teams of students. Throughout the
program, students learned basketball
fundamentals such as drills, dribbling,
“give and gos,” and more. In addition

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

“ Some students have been
exposed to soccer but not
to basketball. They had so
much enthusiasm around
basketball and worked
really hard.”

Derek Metzgar, Coach

to learning fundamentals, students
were able to play against other local
elementary schools; something
East San Jose has never had the
opportunity to do. Upon conclusion
of the program, students wore
their DEAEF basketball t-shirts
proudly, gathered together and

had a pizza party, enjoyed cake,
and were given certificates of
completion to celebrate their
accomplishments.

READ

FULL STORY [j:
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Building Futures
Together

or the second consecutive year, the

DEAEF, DEA Operation Engage Year

lll, and the DEA in Detroit partnered
to organize a spring break program for
students from Athens Middle School in
Athens, Michigan. This initiative provided
a comprehensive experience blending
motivation, education, physical activity,
and self-discovery. Most of the thirteen
participating students were in the 5th
grade.

Day one kicked off with a captivating
presentation by DEA Agent Brian
McNeal, who made a memorable
demonstration using an assortment

of sodas, iced coffee, and various
beverages to simulate common
chemicals found in vape products. The
students watched in fascination as he
combined the drinks into one gross
concoction, culminating in a daring
sip that elicited gasps of astonishment
from the students. Agent McNeal

continued next page
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then posed a thought-provoking
question: “Would you react the
same if faced with the choice to
vape?” The students’ disgust for the
nasty concoction echoed through
the gym, affirming their newfound
awareness.

Following this eye-opening session,
students delved into the basics

of baseball under the guidance of
Rick Zeitlin, DEAEF Youth Baseball
National Director. From mastering
batting techniques to understanding
glove handling, students engaged
in drills aimed at honing their skills.
Afterward, dance instructors Miss
Adiah and Carmilla from Trinity Prep
Center introduced students to the
art of hip hop, gradually building
their confidence through warm-ups
and exciting choreography.

READ *

FULL STORY [j
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DEA Miami Operation Engage
Relaunches Soccer Program to Inspire
Youth at Orange Blossom Mobile Park

he DEA Educational Foundation was

excited to announce the relaunch

of its successful soccer program
in partnership with Aurelio Figari under
the umbrella of DEA Miami’s Operation
Engage. Following a successful first
session in Hollywood, FL, the program
has returned for a second six-week
series, this time at the Orange Blossom
Mobile Park in Davie, Florida. Despite
some rainy weather, the program
kicked off on September 13, 2024, with
enthusiastic participation from both
students and parents.

A NEW LOCATION, SAME
IMPACTFUL MISSION

The second session served a broader
age range, from elementary through
high school, and continued to build
on the foundation laid during the first
session in Hollywood. The focus
remained on using soccer as a
vehicle to teach life skills such as
teamwork, communication, and
respect. Each week, Figari and
his team of dedicated coaches—
including Luzcarime Figari and

LLuzcarime Saco Vertiz—worked to

instill these values while also improving
the participants’ soccer abilities. Aurelio
Figari, a former professional soccer
player from Peru, brought his expertise
and passion to the field, while his mother,
Luzcarime Figari, and Luzcarime Saco
Vertiz played crucial roles in leading the
program’s sessions.

“When the students arrived at
the soccer launch, they were
eager to start and their faces
lit up with excitement! The
coaches were just as excited.
| think the students will create
lasting friendships, making the
experience truly special for all.”

Colleen Whelan, Special Projects
Coordinator, DEA Educational Foundation

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



DEAEF Youth Fishing Program Expands

he DEA Educational Foundation

Youth Fishing Program, a

collaborative effort between the
DEAEF and DEA’s Operation Engage, is
making waves as it expands its reach from
the serene lakes of Michigan to the vibrant
city of New Orleans. Last year, the Youth
Fishing Program ran in two locations in
Michigan, and this year, its ripple effect
reaches even further, touching the
hearts of youth in New Orleans.

In its essence, the Youth Fishing Program
is more than just a recreational activity;
it’s a catalyst for positive change, guiding
young minds towards constructive
outlets while fostering an appreciation
for nature. This one-day program is
designed to ignite a passion for fishing,
steering youngsters away from the
temptations of substance abuse and
towards the tranquility of the outdoors.

KALAMAZOO

This year’s Michigan programs included
two immersive sessions, each offering a
unique experience for the participating
students. On May 22, 2024, eager
students from Kalamazoo Milwood
Magnet School embarked on a journey

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

to Wolf Lake State Hatchery. Guided
by their teacher, James Warner,

and mentored by Paul Frazier of the
Fishin” Weather Project, these budding
anglers learned the art of casting their
lines amid the serene beauty of the
hatchery’s surroundings. DEA Group
Supervisor Mike Tighe provided the
students with an overview of DEA's
mission. Lois Ludwikowski, DEAEF
Executive Office Consultant and
Wendie Jackson, DEA Community
Outreach Specialist attended the first
day of the program further enriching
the experience with their insights

and support.

COLDWATER

The following day, May 23, 2024,

saw another group of enthusiastic
students from Athens Jr. and Sr.

High School converge at Rotary

Park in Coldwater, Michigan. Under
the watchful eye of Sergeant Frank
Rugg from the Nottawaseppi

Huron Band of the Potawatomi (NHBP)
Tribal Police, and accompanied by
DEAEF Executive Office Consultant
Lois Ludwikowski, these young anglers
delved into the world of fishing from

ation Engage Highlights [} @ @
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both pier and shoreline. DEA Detroit

PIO Brian McNeal spoke to the students
about the dangers of drug abuse and
vaping. DEA Detroit Group Supervisor
Mike Tighe gave a broad overview

of DEA's responsibilities. The DEA
Educational Foundation and NHBP Tribal
Police encouraged students from grades
five through eight to embrace the joys

of fishing while steering clear of harmful
substances. Tribal and state fishery
experts guided the students through

the intricacies of assembling fishing

rods and baiting hooks, while also
imparting wisdom on water safety

and conservation.

NEW ORLEANS

On Tuesday, May 14, 26 sixth to eighth
grade students from Harry S. Truman
School were bussed to Loop Nola,
located in City Park. DEA Community
Outreach Specialist Dr. Leslie Faulkner
and DEAEF Regional Manager and
Youth Baseball Coach Pete Harbolick

READ &

FULL STORY [J:

accompanied the students for the day.
Loop Nola representatives taught the
students how to cast and fish, as well

as team-building exercises and nature
walks. The catch-and-release fishing
experience was enriched by discussions
on the ecosystem, including turtles and
birds, and the importance of staying drug
free and developing healthy coping skills.

On Thursday, May 16, the program
continued with students from Isaac
Joseph Elementary. The format of
the day mirrored that of the first, with

DEAEF Partners to Teach Kids
Culinary Arts and to Make Good

Life Choices

EA Educational Foundation, in partnership with the DEA Washington

Division Office's (WDO) Operation Engage Year lll, has been making

remarkable strides by implementing a unique culinary program
aimed at empowering youth to make positive life choices. The WDO

funded the culinary program in Richmond, Virginia during Year Il of
Operation Engage and has now expanded to include a program in

Prince George's County (PG County), Maryland at Andrew Jackson
Academy, while continuing to support the Richmond program.

The Richmond program laid a solid foundation with the help of
exceptional partners such as Dee Dee Anderson, Program Manager,
Public Safety Program Community Youth and culinary experts

Loop Nola representatives conducting
educational nature walks and team-
building activities. DEAEF Special Events
Consultant Amy Danos, DEA Community
Outreach Specialist Dr. Leslie Faulkner
and DEA special agents from the

New Orleans Field Division spoke to

the students about the importance of
staying healthy and drug free.

All participating students received cinch
sacks, t-shirts, fishing hats, and snacks,
ensuring they were well-equipped and

comfortable throughout the experience.

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



from RVA C.0.0.K.S. and CHEF’s
K.L.S.S., led by the talented Chef
Sammy Davis. Chef Sammy’s
dedication to working with youth

in programs like this is focused

on connecting with them through
culinary arts to help them stay away
from drugs and other negative
decisions. Building on this success,
the program in PG County is set to
inspire and empower a new group of
students through the transformative
power of culinary arts.

“ The culinary programs
in Richmond and PG
County are more than just
cooking classes. They are
transformative experiences
that empower students
to make healthy choices,
resist negative influences,
and build brighter futures.”

The culinary program begins with
an 8-week series of free culinary
arts classes conducted in a safe
and supportive environment.
Students work alongside Chef
Sammy and other professional
chefs and mentors who create a
positive peer-learning atmosphere.
The classes focus on building
culinary skills while also teaching
students about resisting peer
pressure and enhancing their self-
confidence. By learning to cook,
students gain valuable skills that
can assist with job placement in the
future, promoting long-term career
readiness and self-sufficiency.

READ

FULL STORY ]
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Inspiring Healthy
Choices and Future
Opportunities

he DEA Educational Foundation is

expanding its impact in Washington,

D.C., through two engaging
initiatives at the Boys and Girls Clubs
of Greater Washington, Clubhouse 14.
These programs, designed to promote
healthy lifestyles, leadership skills, and
drug-free living, include a three-week
Healthy Choices Teen Academy in
partnership with the DEA’s Operation
Engage Washington Division and a new
ongoing basketball program for younger
students. Together, these initiatives offer
vital educational experiences and sports
training to the local youth.

HEALTHY CHOICES TEEN
ACADEMY: A JOURNEY IN
LEADERSHIP AND DRUG

PREVENTION

The three-week Healthy Choices
Teen Academy ran on consecutive
Wednesdays: October 23, October
30, and November 6. High school
students from Washington, D.C.,
and Prince George’s County

were invited to participate, with
many attendees coming from
Clubhouse 14. Each session
featured a variety of activities

and speakers, providing a
comprehensive program that
focused on drug prevention,
leadership skills, and future

career opportunities.

READ =

FULL STORY &
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BUILDING SKILLS AND
CONFIDENCE

In addition to the Healthy Choices
Teen Academy, DEAEF has launched

a 10-week basketball program at
Clubhouse 14, running twice a week
on Mondays and Fridays. This ongoing
program, led by Coach Peter Harbolick
and Coach Crawford Harris, serves 15
students per session from grades 3 to 5.
The focus is on fundamental basketball
training, team-building exercises, and
providing a positive environment where
students can grow both athletically
and personally.

“Through basketball, we’re not
only teaching skills but also
emphasizing the importance of
a drug-free life. The kids learn
the value of teamwork and
how it can help them reach
their goals, using sports as a
positive outlet.”

Pete Harbolick, DEAEF Regional Manager
and Multi Region Coach
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China Trust
Bank’s Anti-Drug
Educational
Foundation

n October 7, 2024, DEAEF Board
member Tom Harrigan participated
in Taiwan’s 4th International Drug
Symposium entitled Enhancing Drug
Treatment in Taiwan’s Justice System.
The event was held at the National
Taiwan University Convention Center
in Taipei, Taiwan. Over 350 attendees
participated in the symposium which
was organized by Taiwan’s Ministry
of Justice, the Ministry of Health and
Welfare, Association of Drug Treatment
Policy and China Trust Bank’s Anti-
Drug Educational Foundation. Other
government attendees included Taiwan’s
High Prosecutors Office and Society
of Addiction Science, as well as their
National Health and Research Institute.

DEAEF Board Member Tom Harrigan
and members from the All Rise (formerly
known as the U.S. National Association
of Drug Court Professionals) presented
material at the symposium. Due to the
enormous success and enthusiastic
collaboration among the participants,
another symposium is tentatively
scheduled for 2025.

DEAEF Board Member Tom Harrigan
with members of Taiwan’s Ministry of
Justice, Ministry of Health and Welfare,
Association of Drug Treatment Policy
and China Trust Bank’s Anti-Drug
Educational Foundation.

DEAEF Community Education

CADCA 2024

ADCA’s 34th Annual National Leadership Forum
was held January 29 — February 1, 2024, at the
Gaylord Hotel, National Harbor, MD. The Forum is
the premier substance abuse prevention training and
networking event in the country! The theme was “Next
Level Coalitions, Positive Community Outcomes.”
DEAEF President/CEQ Jill Roberts attended the four-
day conference that brought together 3,500 attendees
which included 400+ youth participating in the
Forum’s Youth Leadership Initiative. DEAEF Executive
Office Consultant Lois Ludwikowski was also able to
stop by and visit DEA’s exhibit among other exhibits.
The DEAEF looks forward to attending this forum

every yearl

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



DRUG ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL
NARCOTICS AGENTS (DEAFNA) SCHOLARSHIP

n June 17, 2024, the DEAFNA NE Regional scholarship was presented to its winner,

Abigail Callaghan. The presentation was made by SAC Frank Tarentino at the

DEA New York Division. Pictured from Left to right are Jeremiah Callaghan
sponsor and father of candidate, Marty Maguire, NE regional VP, winner Abigail
Callaghan, SAC Frank Tarentino, and adjunct Professor St. John’s University, Neil
Moran (Ret. FBI). Attending on Webex were Dan Salter President of the DEAFNA
foundation, Dan Staffieri, DEAEF Treasurer and board member and Jill Roberts,
DEAEF President/CEQ. The scholarship was donated by the DEAEF in honor of retired
DEA agent and past DEAEF President and Chairman of the Board, Bill Alden. Abigail
will be attending Carnegie Mellon University with a major in aerospace engineering.
Thank you DEAFNA for your unwavering support in our shared commitment to make a
positive impact in the lives of our students!

DEAEF Members (L-R) Executive staff
member Lois Ludwikowski, President
and CEOQO Jill Roberts, Special Projects
Coordinator Colleen Whelan

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATION OF FEDERAL
NARCOTICS AGENTS CONFERENCE

n September 2024, DEAEF President and the DEAEF have worked hand

and CEO Jill Roberts addressed the in hand to raise awareness about

DEAFNA members at their 2024 DEAFNA the importance of drug education
Annual Conference in Charleston, SC. and prevention and fostering a safer
Ms. Roberts spoke to an audience environment for the youth of today. Our
of approximately 250 retired Special longstanding partnership with DEAFNA
Agents and other law enforcement has been instrumental in enhancing the
staff about the DEAEF’s after school effectiveness of our programs and we
programs and community engagement look forward to expanding our outreach
activities. For many years, DEAFNA efforts with the association.
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BBBS Partnership 2024

DEA Educational Foundation and Big Brothers Big Sisters
of America build on their success and work to expand the
partnership with a 2025 Microtraining Initiative

ince 2021, The DEA Educational Foundation has partnered with Big Brothers

Big Sisters of America (BBBS) to deliver opioid and substance abuse prevention

programs tailored for mentors, staff, parents/guardians, and youth across the
nation. This collaboration has evolved over the years, and in 2025, it is breaking new
ground with the launch of innovative microtraining offerings.

BUILDING ON SUCCESS: TAILORED VIRTUAL TRAININGS

The DEAEF-BBBS partnership has
consistently focused on meeting the
unique needs of its diverse audiences.
From staff to mentors (Bigs), youth
(Littles), and parents/guardians, each
training is thoughtfully customized.
According to Amy Danos, Director of
Special Events and Grant Management
with the DEAEF, while the core

content remains similar, the structure
and delivery vary depending on the
audience. For example, sessions

for Littles are designed with age-
appropriate language, engaging ice-
breakers, and activities led by specialists
in youth education.

Each session is moderated by DEAEF personnel, who ensure an interactive and
engaging experience. Speakers include DEA personnel, former agents, and trusted
partners, each bringing a wealth of expertise and personal stories that foster
connection and understanding.

INTRODUCING MICROTRAINING IN 2025

In 2025, the DEAEF and BBBS will debut a new microtraining initiative aimed at
providing a more dynamic and flexible learning experience for mentors. These
bite-sized training modules combine mixed media elements, including short videos,
interactive quizzes, PDFs, and recorded discussions, to engage participants while
covering a wide range of topics.

Highlights of the microtrainings include: State of the Union of drug impacts in America,
Resources, Refusal Skills, Scientific Insights, Mental Health Strategies, Social Media
Safety, Difficult Topic Conversation Skills, Movement and Wellness and Reflection and
Goal Setting.

“ The biggest takeaway from
these trainings is often
how much there is to learn.
From understanding current
drug trends and actionable
strategies to addressing the
role of trauma in addiction,
these programs provide
practical, science-based
insights that participants can
immediately apply.”

Amy Danos

DEA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION



“We hope the microtraining concept
enhances engagement while covering
critical areas that matter most to our
participants,” Danos said. “It's all about
empowering our mentors with diverse
tools and insights to create lasting
change.”

The impact of these programs extends
far beyond the sessions themselves,
equipping families, mentors, and
youth with tools to build stronger,
healthier relationships. Laura Dye,
Director of Federal Grant Operations
at Big Brothers Big Sisters of America,
reflects on the significance of this
collaboration, saying, “Our DEA
Educational Foundation partnership
has been a valuable tool in creating
community awareness and delivering

resources to our families, mentors, and
young people. In addition to the proven
benefits of mentorship on characteristics
like academic achievement and self-
esteem, our Littles are learning refusal
skills, healthy decision-making, and the
potential impacts of substance misuse
on their futures. The insights shared by
DEAEF experts empower parents and
mentors to build protective factors with
our youth — a true collaborative effort
that benefits everyone.”

A PARTNERSHIP ROOTED
IN IMPACT

The DEAEF-BBBS collaboration has
grown to become a cornerstone
of substance abuse education,

The Addiction Policy Forum

he Addiction Policy Forum (APF) is

a nationwide nonprofit organization

dedicated to eliminating addiction
as a major health problem. With services
in every state, the APF focuses on the
following strategic priorities: helping
patients and families in crisis, ending
the stigma around addiction, expanding
prevention and early intervention, increasing
the uptake of evidence-based practice,
and advancing patient-led research.

The DEA Educational Foundation is
thrilled to be collaborating with APF on
multiple fronts. Across all initiatives, the
DEAEF has added APF materials to our
library of educational resources shared
with communities through national
partners, local partners and youth
programs. In 2022, the APF launched
the Protect Your Brain video campaign in
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partnership with the DEAEF, providing a
peer-to-peer series focused on teaching
adolescents how to protect themselves
from substance use disorder. To meet
the increased demand from schools
and community organizations for more
information about substance use and
the opioid and fentanyl crisis, the APF
certified our DEAEF Youth Programs
leadership to provide the Protect Your
Brain and Fentanyl Facts and Overdose
Risks trainings. The DEAEF, in turn,
invited APF to be part of our provider
network for educational webinars we
provide to organizations such as Big
Brothers Big Sisters of America. At the
national level, the DEAEF has joined
NIDA’s Justice Community Opioid
Innovation Network (JCOIN) that APF
helps coordinate, which is designed

to advance scientific knowledge

with programs that have impacted
communities nationwide. By leveraging
expert speakers, interactive content, and
innovative approaches like microtraining,
the partnership continues to address
urgent issues such as drug abuse,
mental health, and youth safety.

With the ongoing support of BBBS and
its dedicated mentors, the DEAEF is
poised to expand its reach and deepen
its impact, offering hope and resources
to communities in need.

on effective policies, practices, and
interventions to improve care for
individuals that are justice-involved with
opioid use disorder. The DEAEF and APF
are currently collaborating on an exciting
initiative to conduct scientific research
around the effectiveness of APF curricula
in a school classroom setting.

It is an honor to work with APF and to
have our two organizations support and
supplement each other in the mission to
prevent substance misuse and addiction
and positively educate and empower
youth and communities.
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DEAEF Partners with DEA and
Channel Greatness during the
Country Music Awards

n November 2024, the DEA Educational

Foundation was thrilled to support

DEA’s One Pill Can Kill Project with
Channel Greatness through country music
and radio row outreach during the CMA
Awards in November. This project will
ultimately lead to maximum exposure
opportunities for the One Pill Can Kill
Campaign in the music space, as well as
broaden the reach of the powerful Faces
of Fentanyl Mobile Display through
music outreach. Through the filming of
country music stars and the obtaining
of key testimonials, Channel Greatness
is working to produce an impactful PSA
and one liners that will reach media
outlets (radio, digital and television)
nationwide in March 2025. After learning
more about DEA’s campaign, several
artists used their voices to Join in the
Fight to Save Lives.

Stokes Neilson, CEO of Channel
Greatness, said, “The fentanyl epidemic

is an issue that resonates deeply within
our community, and we are proud

to work with the DEA and DEAEF in
connecting well known artists and
performers to the messaging so that

as many Americans as possible can be
informed of the dangers of illicit fentanyl.”

DEA Community Outreach, the DEAEF
and Channel Greatness are also proud
to present a guitar to the DEA Museum
in March, 2025 symbolizing Country
Music Artists’ commitment to reducing
fentanyl poisonings.

The DEAEF commends DEA's Community
Outreach Section for embarking on

this project that will reach hundreds of
thousands of individuals in the

United States.

Go to dea.gov/onepill for more
information.

Photo Above L-R:

DEA Media Affairs Staffer Amanda Wozniak,
Channel Greatness Stokes Neilson, and
DEA Section Chief Gwen Phillips.



Deterra Empowers Communities
Through Prevention and Education

DETERRA'S EXCLUSIVE FULL-SERVICE PREVENTION &
EDUCATION PROGRAM IS TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES
AND SAVING LIVES

revention begins with educating ourselves, our youth, and our communities about the
risks of drug misuse and the importance of keeping unwanted drugs out of the wrong
hands. Unfortunately, getting the right tools into the right hands—efficiently and

quickly—has always been a challenge.

That’s why the Deterra® Drug Deactivation System launched its Deterra Prevention &
Education Program and the impact has been incredible. Over the past year, Deterra
has helped hundreds of organizations nationwide implement effective prevention and
education initiatives, distributing pouches via the United States Postal Service (USPS)
and/or community-based programs.

The program provides custom educational resources and at-home drug deactivation
pouches to those who need them most. Materials are distributed within communities
or mailed directly to households, making it easier than ever to reduce the supply of
unwanted medications and illicit drugs, especially in rural and underserved areas that
lack access to proper disposal methods.

Communities are seeing results:

Alliance of Coalitions for Healthy
Communities | Oakland County, Mi

— 480,000 unwanted pills deactivated
— 26% decrease in overdose deaths in
the first half of 2024

The Governor’s Prevention
Partnership | Connecticut

— 60,000 pouches distributed

— 2.7M unwanted pills deactivated

— Projected 16% decrease in
overdoses statewide in 2024

Northampton County |
Pennsylvania

— 151,000 pouches distributed
— Over 6M unwanted pills deactivated

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Deterra is committed to providing
evidence-based resources to prevent
drug misuse before it starts.

Join the movement.

Learn how a Deterra Prevention &
Education Program can help reduce
costs and save lives in your community.
Scan the QR code to request a free
assessment or visit DeterraSystem.com.

“ At-home drug deactivation is
such a small action that makes
a huge impact. By empowering
communities with these
tools, we’re helping reduce
the societal and financial
costs associated with drug
misuse—now and for future
generations.”

Jason Sundby, President of Verde

Environmental Technologies, Inc.,
creator of the Deterra System



o [ e On the Horizon
o
° @ New Youth Programs
® (Minneapolis and more!)
> o - Year V Partnership with
OP=RATION @\2 DEA Operation Engage
E N GAG E - Drug Abuse and Misuse Seminars

- BBBS Partnerships

- Corporate Seminars and
Partnerships

- National League of Young Men

- DEA’s Use Your Head Teen Exhibit

- LPGA JM Eagle LA Championship
presented by Plastpro

- Post graduate and
High School interns

- National Youth Coach/Instructor
Summit

- Taiko Drumming

- International Drug Enforcement
Conference (IDEC)

- 25th Anniversary Preparations

FOLLOW US ON

Instagram
@deaedfoundation

Q.
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IN MEMORIAM

Christopher E.
(Chris) Egan Jr.

NOVEMBER 14, 1940 —
JANUARY 20, 2025

EAEF members were deeply
saddened by the passing of
our dear friend and former
DEAEF board member Chris Egan on
January 20, 2025. Chris was one of the
original visionaries of the DEA
Educational Foundation,
serving for years as
a Board Member,
and previous Board
Secretary. This past
year, Chris returned
as an Ex-Officio board
member and we were
thrilled to have him back.

He was a graduate and enthusiastic
alumnus of The Belmont Hill School,
and went on to attend College of the
Holy Cross and Babson College. He
proudly served in the Army National
Guard, and enjoyed an early career in
pharmaceutical sales before finding his
true calling as a narcotics agent for the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration.
In his role as a DEA Special Agent,
Chris worked in Boston, New York, and
overseas. In his retirement from DEA,
Chris remained committed to drug
prevention and law enforcement, not only
on this Board, but as President of AFNA.

We will miss his wit, gifted storytelling,
sense of humor and his ability to
captivate an audience. We recognize
and honor Chris for his commitment to
drug prevention and his longstanding
friendship. He will be greatly missed by
all of us at the Foundation.
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Peter B. Bensinger

MARCH 24, 1936 —
FEBRUARY 11, 2025

he DEAEF is deeply saddened
by the passing of another
beloved former

DEAEF board member.

Peter was a former

Administrator of the

U.S. Drug Enforcement

Administration (DEA).

He was a founding

board member of the

DEAEF. Peter's love for

DEA and the mission of the

DEAEF was unwavering. As a founding

board member, he helped form the

Foundation's vision, and stayed
personally involved through the years.

Peter grew up in Chicago and went

to college at Yale. After graduation,

he worked for the family business,
Brunswick Corporation. In the late
1960s, he left the business to pursue
his true calling: public service. Through
various positions he held in his life he
had an enormous impact on society: He
implemented innovative approaches to
many programs in the Department of
Corrections in lllinois; expanded access
to addiction and mental health services;
and was responsible for advancement
in public safety, to name just a few
important accomplishments. Peter’s

life was a testament to the power of
dedication to public service.

He touched every board
member with his kind
heart, vast experience and
knowledge, sincere caring,
integrity, philanthropic spirit,
and enthusiastic support of
the Chicago Cubs. We have
lost a true friend and we will
miss him immensely.
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Giving to the Foundation

he success of the DEA Educational Foundation depends upon the continued

generous support of our donors and the ongoing partnership with the

Drug Enforcement Administration. Maximizing partnerships and being good
stewards of our donors’ generosity is critical. The DEAEF youth programs strive to
change students’ lives by providing healthy drug free alternative activities after school
such as dance, baseball, martial arts, and more. Keeping kids off the street, while
teaching them to be accountable, responsible and drug free all while having fun helps
explain why there are dozens of schools on our waiting list. Donations are critical to
help us reach thousands of children who are in need of these positive programs.

The Foundation multiplies the impact of their donors’ gifts by forming relationships
with DEA and other federal, state and local organizations. For example, DEAEF

youth programs are supported by local DEA offices throughout the United States
with mentoring and community outreach activities. And, since the beginning of the
Foundation, its donors have helped support the DEA traveling exhibit that has raised
awareness in 21 cities across the United States about the dangers of drug abuse and
misuse for more than 22 million visitors. This partnership and others strengthen the
Foundation’s programs and substantially increase the value of our donors’ gifts.

There are many ways of making a gift to the DEA Educational Foundation. The most
common include: gifts of cash, gifts of securities and matching gifts. Matching gifts
are a great way to increase the benefit of your contribution without any additional
cost. Ask your company’s personnel department if your company has a Matching Gift
Program. Many corporations will match the contribution of their employees, officers,
directors, and in some instances, spouses, retired employees, officers or directors.
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e are pleased to have a diverse donor base and thank all of the individuals,
corporations, and foundations for their continued support. On the following
pages, you will find a list of donors for 2024.

ONLINE GIFTS DEAEF GIFT SHOP
E : E Scan the QR code with

your smartphone Shop our merch store:

shop.deaef.org k

[=

Go online via your browser

give.deaef.org k

GLOBALGIVING

The DEA Educational Foundation Youth Dance ”
Program is honored to be part of GlobalGiving, a

nonprofit fundraising platform that empowers social

entrepre.n.eurs and c.;harmes wor.lcwde. Since 2002, Globallemg
GlobalGiving has raised $917 million from over

1.8 million donors, supporting more than 36,500

projects that create lasting community impact. Since joining this incredible
network, the DEAEF Youth Dance Program has raised $35,518, providing
young people with access to free dance programming as a positive and
healthy alternative to drug use. To learn more or support our mission, visit our
GlobalGiving page today!

goto.gg/10083 k

QUESTIONS?

If you have questions on ways to give to
the Foundation, contact us:

info@deaef.org



The DEA Educational Foundation
thanks Rockland Recovery for
supporting the DEAEF Martial Arts
Jiu-Jitsu program at Mau-Mau BJJ
Academy! And thank you DEA COS
O’Keefe for bringing prevention
education to the youth.

#deaefmartialartsprogram
#martialarts #jiujitsu
#youthmentoring #empoweringyouth
#prevention #healthypath
#drugpreventionandeducation

FOLLOW US ON

Instagram
@deaedfoundation

©
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Recognition & Thanks

ADMINISTRATOR'’S CABINET

— William and Pat Alden

— Peter Bensinger

— Robert Brisolari

— Ron Brogan

— C&S Wholesale Grocers

— Cleveland Police Museum

— CTBC Anti-Drug Educational
Foundation

— CTBC Bank USA

— Barbara Erdahl

— James Essey

— Andy Field/FieldVision Productions

— The Geraty Family

— Barbara Haggerty

— Carl Jenkins

— Julie and Jerry Kaphing

— James E. Kibble

— Michele Leonhart

— LexisNexis

— Jean Mackenzie (in memory of
Harold Mackenzie)

— Marchbank Family Foundation

= Gregory and EJ Milken

Michael and Lori Milken

Robert and Margaret Nieves

Anna and Alan Ostroff

Jacqueline Pack

Terry Parham

Richard Ramsay

Lewis Rice

Jill L. Roberts

Rockland Recovery Treatment
Center/Edward McGrath

Bernie and Joseph Piscatella, Sr.
David Schneebeck/The Schneebeck
Foundation

Dan Staffieri

Jason Sundby/Verde Environmental
Technologies, Inc

Haywood Talcove

Sue Thau

Walter and Shirley Wang/JM Eagle
Wings Up Family Foundation
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INNER CIRCLE

Norbert Adamski

Lorraine Ambrose

(in memory of Myles Ambrose)
Frank Balazs

Joseph Barrett

Bill Beach

Judith Bertini

Charles Blau

Richard Bly

Robert Brisolari

Ron Brogan

Paul Brown

Paul Campo/EWA

W. Barry Carew

Gerard F. Carey

Thomas Cash

Michael Chapman

Frank Chellino

George Y. Clemente

Karl Colder

James B. Conklin

Glennon Cooper

John Costanzo (in memory)
Robin E. Cushing

Amy Danos

Stephen Delgado (in memory)
Paul Doyle

Chris Egan (in memory)
Francis Elliott

Sean Fearns

John Fencer

John Fernandes

Richard Fiano

Rhonda Fisher

Lawrence Gallina

William Gellerman

Jerome H. Gershman
William Healey

Frank Hildebrandt

Richard Jarrett (in memory)

Raymond Justinic
Jerry Kaphing
Joseph & Nancy Keefe
Douglas Kuehl
Richard LaMagna
Ronald Lard

Jan Larsen

Steven Lariviere
Gerald Laveroni
Jack Lawn

Gary Liming

Lois Ludwikowski
Charles Lutz

Martin Maguire
Andrew Malanga
Derek Maltz

John Marcello
Lawrence McElynn
John McCurnin

J. Taylor Monfort
James Morgan
Dennis A. Morton
Francis Mullen

John Nattinger
George Papantoniou
John Peoples
Ronald Provencher
Joseph Quarequio
Tom Raffanello

John Raftery
Richard Robinson (in memory)
Frank D. Rodriguez
Andrew Sherbine
Fred Smith (in memory)
Robert Stutman
Mary Turner

Peter Vinton

Delphin von Briesen, Jr. (in memory)

Ruth Warren
Colleen Whelan
D. Lynn Wood
Janice Wrzesinski

Gifts made after December 31, 2024 will be listed in a future annual report. If you
contributed a gift between January 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024, and your name was
inadvertently omitted or misspelled, we sincerely apologize and request that you please
contact us at julie.kaphing@deaef.org, so that we can include you in future listings.
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Scan the QR code with
your smartphone

ONLINE

Go online via your browser

give.deaef.org k

MAIL

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 165
Washington, DG 20006

Thank You!

A Final Note

As you can see, there are a significant number of meaningful
educational outreach programs led by the DEA Educational
Foundation. We remain steadfast in our commitment to
securing sufficient resources to ensure that we can continue
to bring prevention programs, positive mentorship and hope to
families and youth. All of our greatest achievements are made
possible by the unwavering support of our loyal benefactors
and strong partnership with DEA. | invite you to continue to
play an important role in our legacy of fighting drug abuse and
misuse through education by making a gift today. Together,
with our collective mission, skills and talents, we create
possibilities, positive impact and change the world. Together
we will continue to ask, “What can | do to make a difference
today?” and ultimately be the reason someone smiles.

Thank you.

Jill L. Roberts
President and CEO
DEA Educational Foundation

Editor: Julie Kaphing
Graphic Designer: Jonathan Kapaldo
© 2025 DEA Educational Foundation
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